Family nursing in intensive care. Part One: Is family nursing appropriate in intensive care?
Over the past 10 years there has been a growing body of literature on family nursing. Although the term 'family nursing' is not one which is in common use in the UK, a significant amount of literature has appeared which discusses issues relating to the nursing support of families with a member who is ill. This paper will review the concepts involved and will then discuss the appropriateness of such an approach within the specialty of intensive care. As the paper concludes that family nursing could be an appropriate approach to nursing the patient in this type of area, it would seem logical to consider what needs the family may have. The research concerning the identification of the needs of families when they have a member in intensive care is discussed in part two.